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Office Action Summary 


Application No. 
08/500,844 


Applicant(s) 

Hullett et al. 


Examiner 

Melvin Marcelo 


Group Art Unit 
2607 





Kl Responsive to connmunication(s) filed on Oct 30, 1996 • 

Kl This action is FINAL. 

□ Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is closed 
in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1 935 CD. 11 ; 453 O.G. 21 3. 

A shortened statutory period for response to this action is set to expire 3 month(s), or thirty days, whichever 
is longer, from the mailing date of this communication. Failure to respond within the period for response will cause the 
application to become abandoned. (35 U.S.C. § 133). Extensions of time may be obtained under the provisions of 
37 CFR 1.136(a). 



Disposition of Claims 

H Claim(s) 30-48 



is/are pending in the application. 



Of the above, claim(s) 



H Claim{s) 30-33, 35-45, 47, and 48 



Kl Claim(s) 34 and 46 

□ Claim(s) 

□ Claims 



is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

is/are allowed. 

is/are rejected. 

is/are objected to. 



are subject to restriction or election requirement. 



Application Papers 

□ See the attached Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review, PTO-948. 

□ The drawing(s) filed on is/are objected to by the Examiner. 

Kl The proposed drawing correction, filed on Oct 30, 1996 is Kl approved □ disapproved. 

□ The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

□ The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

Kl Acknowledgement Is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d). 
Kl All □ Some* □ None of the CERTIFIED copies of the priority documents have been 

□ received. 

□ received in Application No. (Series Code/Serial Number) . 

Kl received In this national stage application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
*Certified copies not received: 



□ Acknowledgement is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(e) 

Attachment(s) 

□ Notice of References Cited, PTO-892 

□ Information Disclosure Statement(s), PTO-1449, Paper No(s). 

□ Interview Summary, PTO-413 

□ Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review, PTO-948 

□ Notice of Informal Patent Application, PTO-152 
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Art Unit: 2607 

DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 VSC § 112 

1. Claims 34 and 46 are rejected under 35 U. S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being indefinite 
for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards 
as the invention. 

Claim 34, lines 1-2, "said threshold level" lacks a proper antecedent basis in claims 34, 32 

aad30. 

Claim 46, hne 2, "said scheduhng means" lacks a proper antecedent basis in claims 46, 43, 
42 and 40. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

2. Claims 30-33, 35-45, 47 and 48 are allowed. 

3. Claims 34 and 46 would be allowable if rewritten or amended to overcome the rejection(s) 
under 35 U.S.C. 112 set forth m this Office action. 

Conclusion 

4. Apphcant's amendment necessitated the new grounds of rejection. Accordingly, THIS 
ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See M.P.E.P. § 706.07(a). AppHcant is remmded of the extension 
of tune policy as set forth in 37 C.F.K § 1. 136(a). 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR RESPONSE TO TfflS FINAL ACTION 
IS SET TO EXPIRE THREE MONTHS FROM THE DATE OF THIS ACTION. IN THE 
EVENT A FIRST RESPONSE IS FILED WITHIN TWO MONTHS OF THE MAILING DATE 



OF TfflS FINAL ACTION AND THE ADVISORY ACTION IS NOT MAILED UNTIL 
AFTER THE END OF THE THREE-MONTH SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD, THEN 
THE SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD WILL EXPIRE ON THE DATE THE 
ADVISORY ACTION IS MAILED, AND ANY EXTENSION FEE PURSUANT TO 37 C.F.R 
§ 1. 136(a) WILL BE CALCULATED FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THE ADVISORY 
ACTION, nsr NO EVENT WILL THE STATUTORY PERIOD FOR RESPONSE EXPIRE 
LATER THAN SIX MONTHS FROM THE DATE OF THIS FINAL ACTION. 

5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to Melvin Marcelo whose telephone number is (703) 305-4373. The examiner 
can normally be reached on Monday to Friday from 7:30 to 4:00 (EST). 

If atten^ts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessfiil, the examiner's supervisor, 
Wellington Chin, can be reached on (703) 305-4366. The fax phone number for this Group is 
(703) 305-9509. 




Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this appUcation or proceeding should be 
directed to the Group receptionist v^^iose telephone number is (703) 305-4700. 




Melvin Marcelo 
Primary Examiner 
December 13, 1996 



